
	
	

      INSIGHTS TOURS NEWS November 2018 
	

Welcome to our periodic newsletter with news of our future planned tours. 
 

Since our last newsletter two very successful tours have operated; Southern 
African Insights and Islands of Queensland by Train. Thank you to all loyal 
customers, we appreciate your continuing custom and we look forward to 
welcoming you on board another tour so you can experience our unique blend 
of adventure and exclusive experiences.  
 

Courtesy of guest Paul Horder we have a photo of Insights’ guests at Gympie 
station beside our chartered railmotor which took us from Brisbane to Mackay. 

 
 

 
Left: some Southern African Insights guests boarding our chartered vessel at Ilha de Magaruque, 
Mozambique. Left: some Insights’ guestson safari in the Okavango Delta, Botswana 

 



   
Coming up…….         North Island New Zealand Insights by Train   
   20th February to 3rd March 2019 
 

We have a few spaces available on this unique 
tour where you will see the verdant landscape 
of the North Island from the unique 
perspective of a private chartered railcar-
chartered exclusively by Insights Tours. Our 
small group of less than half the seating 
capacity, will ensure you of a very spacious and 
comfortable experience aboard the railcar 
Tokomaru (pictured left).  
This wide-ranging tour of the New Zealand’s 
North Island will encompass all the operational 
lines; many of which no longer see regular 
passenger trains. Even if you’ve been to NZ 
previously, travelling and seeing the beautiful 
landscapes from a chartered railcar is certain 
to be a truly memorable experience. 

 

 
Lake Rotomahana cruise                     Bay of Islands Vintage Railway  

 
The itinerary includes a very special cruise by chartered vessel on Kaipara Harbour from 
Port Albert to Pahi - a half day cruise in a rarely seen region with a long and interesting 
history which will be revealed during our cruise.  
 
If you are interested in this tour, please contact us now as bookings close soon. 
 
Program of Tours  
Taiwan Insights  14th to 29th November 2019 
Back in 2011 we operated a very successful tour to Taiwan and this itinerary 
is almost identical but with the added attraction of the Alishan Mountain 
Railway which has re-opened since our last visit. One of the major highlights 
of the tour will be travelling aboard our specially chartered train on the 
Alishan Mountain Railway, climbing from the lush coastal plains to a height 
of 1750m above sea level within about 50 kms.  
 
 



 
 
              
          
 
 
 
 
 
      

Alishan Mountain Railway             coastline near Hualien, Taiwan 
 

Taiwan Insights is a 16 day tour of this fascinatingly diverse island. Named 
Ilha Formosa, beautiful island, by 16th century Portuguese seafarers, it 
continues to live up to that description with monumental mountain ranges, 
lush tropical forests, dramatic sea cliffs and verdant agricultural lands. 
Complementing the natural attributes of Taiwan there is much to 
experience: fresh local cuisine, a diverse culture and history, intriguing 
markets and Taiwan’s people who have cultural ties and influences from 
many roots including, of course, China but also the European, Japanese and 
the 14 aboriginal tribes of Taiwan. 

 
   
Lake Eyre by Air  2nd to 7th September 2019 
This tour is one of the few that we have operated repeatedly and that’s 
been because of the interest from guests wishing to see and experience this 
iconic and awe-inspiring region…the large distances are covered from an 
aerial perspective and complemented by unique, interesting land touring. 
 
Our 6 day / 5 night tour by light aircraft to see the true Outback – Kilcowera 
Station, Thargomindah, Noccundra, Innamincka, Birdsville, White Cliffs, 
Wilpena Pound. Walk in the footsteps of the infamous Burke and Wills 
Expedition at Cooper Creek and see where they ended up missing their 
rescue in a series of close encounters, miscalculations and sheer misfortune. 
Arkaroola is another of the highlights of this tour and is a privately owned 
600sqkm sanctuary in the spectacular far northern Flinders Ranges.  
 
You will stay at the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary in the northern Flinders 
Ranges and experience their award winning 4WD tour to Siller‘s Lookout. At 
the opal mining settlement of White Cliffs, we stay subterranean at the 
Underground Motel and at World Heritage Listed Lake Mungo we’ll see the 
lunar lakeside environment where human remains dating from 40,000 years 
have been found. 

 
 



  
Cessna Caravan aircraft chartered for this tour       Cooper Creek Photo: Brian Murphy 
 
Lake Eyre by Air has an inclusive tariff with a maximum of 6 guests and is 
fully escorted. The tour features Cooper Creek and the site where Burke and 
Wills infamously and fatally, missed their relief party by hours; Birdsville 
Hotel and remote Kilcowera Station..   

 
Islands of Tasmania  departing 17th February 2020 
This truly unique tour connects lots of spectacular scenery, remote islands 
and many special experiences which are only possible because you are 
travelling in your private chartered plane.  
This 7-day tour visits five of the Tasmanian islands: Flinders, King, Maria, 
Bruny and Sarah, with comprehensive guided sightseeing throughout the 

tour. Experience the diversity 
of Tasmania’s islands, their 
unique Aboriginal and colonial 
history and rugged natural 
beauty. Enjoy delicious local 
food and wine of Tasmania and 
get up close with nature in the 
comfort and warm hospitality 
of an Insights Tour. 
 

This tour departs from Wollongong however we are able to consider other 
departure points so please let us know if you are interested in departing 
from Melbourne or Canberra or anywhere else for that matter! 

 
 
The Grand Circle Train  May 2020 
As many of you will know from our previous tours; our itineraries are unique 
and often depend on prevailing circumstances. We have very recently 
received advice that we should be able to operate a chartered 620 class 
railcar travelling from Sydney / Thirroul to Sydney via Wagga Wagga, 
Melbourne, Portland, Adelaide, Broken Hill and Parkes! 



 
 
If you are seeking a relaxing, long distance train experience aboard a 
comfortable heritage railcar with about a third capacity of passengers, we 
invite you to consider this itinerary. More details to follow in our next 
newsletter. 
 
This tour will offer the exceptional feature of daylight rail travel of the Grand 
Circle route Sydney – Melbourne – Adelaide - Broken Hill – Sydney.  We’ll 
visit Portland (Victoria) to ride the coast-side tram as well as visit the 
Maritime Museum. In Adelaide we will stay at the seaside Larg’s Pier Hotel. 
 
Patagonian Insights  October 2020 
Currently under planning, Patagonian Insights will take in the best of 
Patagonia and Tiera del Fuego from both Chilean and Argentinean 
perspectives. A special feature will be trains of both countries. We are 
planning the charter of the Old Patagonian Express of author Paul Theroux 
fame which still operates across the frontier Argentinian Patagonian 
landscape between Esquel and El Matien. 
 
 
Christmas in Bethlehem, New Year in Rio  19th December 2020 
Christmas in Bethlehem / New Year’s Eve in Rio de Janeiro. Planning 
stages…first class hotels, all inclusive, exclusive. Imagine… 2 diverse corners 
of the globe: Midnight Mass in the Church of the Nativity in Jerusalem, 
biblical land sites then fly to Rio for a truly exuberant festive experience that 
only the Brazilians can do. Includes the mighty Iguassu Falls and the 
Pantanal. 
 
Siberian Insights 2021 - currently under research and planning  
Following a number of expressions of interest from our regular guests, 
we have launched a project to plan a tour encompassing the Trans 
Siberian Railway. This will involve travelling the entire trans-Siberian 
route with our customary insightful touring at places such as Lake Baikal, 
Novosibirsk, Moscow and St Petersburg. 
 
We will update developments in our future newsletters however if you 
wish to register your interest now we will be pleased to send you the 
itinerary when it is published. 



 
Petite Insights  
For many years we have had the pleasure of welcoming guests on our many 
shorter itineraries which we now refer to as Petite Insights. They feature 
Insights’ customary hallmarks such as all-inclusive tariff, all meals, insightful 
guided touring and being fully escorted. Generally, these tours include 3 or 
4 nights accommodation and travel by coach and with a maximum of 13 
guests. 
For our guests who prefer a shorter tour but with the same attention to 
detail, we invite you to consider these tours.   
 
Valleys and Mountains Insights  21st – 24th October 2019 
Valleys and Mountains Insights is our next tour in the Petite Insights 
category. We will spend 3 nights at the Zig Zag Motel in Lithgow and enjoy 
2 days of very interesting sightseeing taking in Oberon and Mudgee. 
 
 

              -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
If you wish to receive a detailed itinerary brochure for any of our tours, please register 
2nd your interest by returning the enclosed for or just drop us a line via your preferred 
method: by email, telephone, post, fax, in person or by telephone. 
 

Office: 14 Allenby Parade Bulli NSW 
Telephone: 02 42 686 581  
Facsimile:   02 42 675 530 
Post: PO Box 180, Thirroul NSW 2515    
Web: www.insightstours.com.au 

         Email: brigitte@insightstours.com.au 
 

Please make an appointment to visit our office. 
 

 
We welcome all enquiries and would be delighted to send you our itineraries. 
We send this newsletter a few times per year to our previous guests and people 
who’ve registered their interest in our tours. If you do not wish to receive it, please 
advise us by any convenient means.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you on our tours. 
And wish you a very Happy Christmas and a great New Year with lots of exciting 
travel experiences. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Paul, Brigitte and John Tuckerman 


