
Gippsland Insights  
Sunday 2nd to Sunday 9th May 2027


This tour features travel on 4 heritage trains including 2 specially chartered trains, a 
chartered cruise, 2 regional trains, all linked together by our chartered coach. Our route 
features Victoria’s Gippsland and Goldfields regions along with the NSW South Coast.  
Enjoy diverse scenery, fascinating historical and cultural insights and with the comfort 
and convenience of our spacious chartered coach.  Let the adventure begin . . .




Day 1 Sunday 2nd May - Thirroul to Boydtown 

Join our coach at Thirroul with departure at 
0715. Other pick up locations at Woonona 
and Wollongong as well as alternative pick-
ups possible by arrangement. Please contact 
us to discuss. 

We travel by our coach to the Eurobodalla 
Regional Botanic Garden at Batemans Bay 
where we enjoy a guided tour and lunch 
before continuing through the picturesque 
South Coast region of NSW. Passing through 

the historic localities of Moruya, Narooma, Bodalla and Cobargo we arrive at Eden and 
visit Boyd’s Tower on the southern coastline of Twofold Bay. Our accommodation tonight 
is at the Seahorse Inn at Boydtown located on the shore of Twofold Bay. Overnight at the 
Seahorse Inn, Boydtown   


Day 2 Monday 3rd May –  Boydtown  to Sale   
We travel by our coach to the secluded 
locale of Mallacoota. Renown for its 
scenic beauty as it is situated facing 
both Bass Strait and the Mallacoota 
lakes. We visit the bunker museum at 
Mallacoota Airport to learn of the 
significant role played by this airport 
during WW2. Afterwards we board the 
heritage vessel, Loch-Ard and with our 
local-born and bred skipper we sail up 
the Genoa River to Gypsy Point. 
Rejoining our coach we absorb the idyllic 

scenery of East Gippsland to our next stop at Lakes Entrance before continuing to our 
overnight at the city of Sale.  Overnight at M Hotel, Sale




Day 3 Tuesday 4th May –  Sale to Inverloch    
After breakfast we depart on our coach into the forested hills 
to the old gold mining township of Walhalla. Hidden away in a 
steep valley, this town is resplendent in its heritage character 
of a time past. Its also the boarding point for our chartered 
train journey on the Walhalla Goldfields Railway. The train 
takes us on a route through the spectacular gorge to 
Thomson and return. After lunch at the Goods Shed Café our 
coach will take us south through Gippsland to Inverloch where 
our hotel is located overlooking the often-wild seas of Bass 
Strait.

Overnight at RACV Resort, Inverloch


Day 4 Wednesday 5th May – Inverloch to Healesville  
Today we will visit the Cape Liptrap Lighthouse via an easy 300m walk taking in the 
dramatic views of Bass Strait and Wilson’s Promontory. Then to Port Albert; now a 
sleepy pleasant town but once a bustling port. We visit the excellent Maritime Museum 
to learn of Port Albert’s significant place in the early Gippsland settlement days when 
coastal shipping was the mainstay transportation mode. Lunch will be at the Fish Co 
before we join our coach to traverse another large part of Gippsland to Koo Wee Rup for 
a comfort stop before arriving at our destination for today, Healesville, located in the 
Yarra Valley. Overnight at the RACV Resort, Healesville


Day 5 Thursday 6th May – Healesville to Shepparton  

This morning we travel to Seymour to join our private chartered train from Seymour 
Heritage Railway. The train consists of the heritage Spirit of Progress lounge, first class 
sitting carriages and also the dining car in which we will enjoy lunch as we travel to 
Tocumwal in NSW! After a break in this Murray River town we will journey to Murchison 



East and alight for Tatura where we will visit the Tatura Irrigation and Wartime Camps 
Museum. The exhibits and film tell the story of Australians of German and Italian heritage 
who were interned in camps during the Second World War. 


Our coach transfers us to Shepparton where we stay 2 nights at the Parklake Hotel. 
 

Day 6 Friday 7th May –  Bendigo day tour 
Today our touring is focussed on the Goldfields Region with the city of Bendigo being 
the highlight. Our first experience will be aboard our chartered heritage tram for a tour of 
the city and taking in the ambience and impressive streetscape of this city founded 
during the 19th century gold-rush era. To experience underground mining we head down 
with our guides into the Deborah Mine which includes having lunch in the former crib 
room as the miner’s would have done. Ascending to the surface we board our coach for 
transfer to the heritage-listed township of Maldon where we board our chartered first 
class carriage on the Victorian Goldfields Railway train for a relaxing journey to 
Castlemaine. Rejoining our coach we transfer to Shepparton for our second night at the 
Parklake Hotel.


Day 7 Saturday 8th May – Shepparton to Wagga Wagga 

This morning we travel from Shepparton 
eastwards to Benalla to join the VLine 
regional train to Albury. Our coach takes 
us to the hamlet of Ladysmith; a railway 
station located on the former Wagga 
Wagga to Tumbarumba line and now 
restored and utilized as the headquarters 
for the Ladysmith Tourist Railway. The 
railway volunteers will serve lunch before 
offering rides on the quadricycles for a 
few kilometers along the line. These 

machines were once the means of transport for fettlers working on the line and this may 
be the only place where its possible to experience this unique form of transport. 


We visit the National Glass Art Museum at Wagga Wagga before arriving at our hotel for 
tonight. Overnight at the Carriage Inn, Wagga Wagga  




Day 8 Sunday 9th May – Wagga Wagga to Thirroul 
We travel from Wagga Wagga to the Riverina town of Coolamon by our coach then 
board the Griffith Explorer train.  Lunch served on board as we travel to Moss Vale where 
our final highlight of the tour awaits. We change trains at Moss Vale to the East Coast 
Heritage Rail train in our special chartered first class carriage. Enjoy the stunning 
panorama of the Illawarra Escarpment as the train descends through the pristine 
eucalypt forest to Thirroul. The tour concludes upon arrival at Thirroul in the late 
afternoon. Sydney based guests may continue aboard the train to Sutherland, Wolli 
Creek or Central. 




 General Information & Booking Conditions 
Cost

The cost of this tour is $7,435 AUD.


The cost includes:

• good quality motel accommodation for 

7 nights on a twin-share basis in 
ensuite rooms 


• all meals

• travel by private chartered train on 

days 3 and 5 as described in the 
itinerary


• travel by private chartered tram on day 
6 in Bendigo


• travel in a chartered carriage on 
special trains on days 6 and 8


• travel on quadricycles on day 7

• travel on VLine and TrainLink regional 

trains in a reserved seat on days 7 & 8

• travel by private chartered coach for all 

road transport and transfers as 
described in the itinerary


• chartered cruise on the Mallacoota 
Lakes and Genoa River


• services of Insights Tours’ Tour Escort 
throughout the tour


• all sightseeing excursions, guided 
touring and entrance fees to all places 
as specified in the itinerary


• all taxes, charges and tips

• a personal complimentary reusable 

metal water bottle

• Travel on Vline and NSW Trainlink is 

based on the Seniors card holder 
fares. If you have a NSW or ACT 
Pensioner Free Travel Voucher this 
may be used for the NSW Trainlink 
travel and the appropriate reduction in 
tariff will be applied to your booking. 

Please advise us if you wish to use this 
option along with your voucher details. 


Additional costs

The additional costs are: drinks, travel 
insurance and items of a personal nature 
and anything not specified above.


Single supplement

Single occupancy of a room is available 
for an additional cost of $925 AUD 


To make a booking

Please complete the enclosed booking 
form and return it to Insights Tours with 
your deposit. Places on the tour require a 
$500 AUD deposit. The balance will be 
due by Wednesday 3rd March, 2027.


Cancellation policy

Fo r cance l l a t i ons on o r be fo re 
Wednesday 3rd March, 2027 the 
cancellation fee will be $200 AUD per 
guest. For cancellations after Wednesday 
3rd March, 2027 the cancellation fee is 
100% of the total tariff, that is, there is 
no refund of the total tariff. Insights Tours 
strongly recommends that insurance 
cover be obtained. No refunds can be 
made for any services which you choose 
not to avail.


Insurance

We strongly recommend that you 
consider obtaining travel insurance to 
cover cancellation fees as well as 
medical emergencies, lost luggage and 
unforeseen delays during the tour. 
Insights Tours can provide information 
about obtaining insurance. We are an 
acc red i ted agen t o f Cove rmore 
insurance.




Viability of tour

In the event that the economic minimum 
number of guests is not reached, the tour 
will be cancelled by Insights Tours no 
later than Friday 5th March 2027 and we 
will refund in full any money paid.


Trains

Both trains are chartered exclusively for 
Insights Tours and all are equipped with 
toilets. Guest numbers will be limited to 
28 to ensure a spacious and enjoyable 
experience on each train.


Day 5 

Insights Tours has arranged the exclusive 
charter of a three carriage train from the 
Seymour Railway Heritage Centre. The 
train will comprise carriages from the 
famed Spirit of Progress including the 
dining car where lunch will be served.


Coach 
Insights Tours has chartered an air-
conditioned, 49 seat coach for all road 
travel and transfers.


Luggage

Please limit your luggage to one suitcase 
and one piece of hand luggage per 
person. Guests accept responsibility for 
manoeuvring their luggage.


Joining and leaving the tour

Joining the tour is available from 
Wollongong, Woonona or Thirroul. On 
day 8 the train will stop at Unanderra, 
Wollongong, Thirroul, Sutherland, Wolli 
Creek and Central. Please contact us to 
discuss other pick up and drop-off 
points.


Health and fitness to travel

This tour involves numerous short 
walking sectors during guided tours and 
excursions. We recommend that guests 
be able to walk un-aided for up to  a total 
of 2kms per day in sectors of up to 500m 
over various surfaces eg paved and 
uneven , unpaved su r faces , and 
boardwalks. If you or a travelling 
companion have a condition which may 
or does require any assistance or 
accessibil ity requirements, please 
contact us prior to booking as a medical 
questionnaire will be required to be 
completed and assessed before your 
booking can be accepted. It is a 
condition of booking that guests agree to 
comply with all health and safety related 
practices, procedures and requirements 
which may be either recommended or 
mandatory during the tour. 


Guides 

Insights Tours has engaged our own 
proficient guides for all guided touring 
described in the itinerary.

Meals 
All meals are included and are a set 
menu. We take a lot of care to ensure 
that the menu is varied throughout the 
tour and feature regional specialities 
where possible. Please ensure that you 
carefully note any dietary and/or any 
other requests and preferences on your 
booking form so that we can oblige your 
requirements.

Force Majeure

Insights Tours will not be liable for any 
failure or delay in performing an 
obligation under this Agreement that is 
due to any of the following causes, to the 



extent beyond its reasonable control: 
acts of God, accident, riots, war, terrorist 
act, epidemic, pandemic, quarantine, 
outbreaks of infectious disease or any 
o the r pub l i c hea l th c r i s i s , c i v i l 
c o m m o t i o n , b r e a k d o w n o f 
communicat ion fac i l i t ies, natura l 
catastrophes, governmental acts or 
o m i s s i o n s , c h a n g e s i n l a w s o r 
regulations, national str ikes, fire, 
explosion, generalised lack of availability 
of raw materials or energy.


Limitation of liability

Subject to Australian Consumer Law, 
Insights Tours does not accept any 
liability in contract, tort or otherwise for 
any in jury, damage, loss, delay, 
additional expense or inconvenience 
caused by suppliers or third party 
providers over whom Insights Tours has 
no direct control. Insights Tours arranges 
and coordinates services provided by 
suppliers and Insights Tours cannot 
guarantee the performance of suppliers.


Changes to the itinerary 
There is always the chance that our 
itinerary could be delayed or curtailed in 
some way beyond our control. Except for 

prolonged or unexpected events, the 
tour will be conducted as closely as 
possible to the itinerary stated above. 
Every reasonable endeavour will be 
made to conduct the advertised itinerary 
however we reserve the right to alter the 
itinerary in the event of unforeseen 
circumstances. 


Privacy and your data 
Insights Tours provides data about you to 
third parties only to the absolute 
minimum necessary to provide you with 
our advertised services. For example; we 
provide your name to accommodation 
providers for the purposes of registration 
as a guest where this is required by 
regulation. 
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About Insights Tours 



Insights Tours is a tour company operated by Paul, Brigitte and John Tuckerman. 


We arrange tours which utilise chartered trains, coaches and aeroplanes and provide our 
guests with spacious and comfortable accommodation. Our philosophy is to provide a 
tour with a spectrum of interesting visits, inspections and conveyances. Each tour is 
uniquely arranged to encompass the most interesting sights of the regions visited. 
Insights Tours engages our own guides to ensure that our passengers have the best 
insight into the location being visited. 


Guest numbers are limited to ensure a commodious travelling experience and to ensure 
that visits and guided tours are of maximum benefit. This tour will be for a maximum of 
28 guests. 


Each of our tours is personally escorted ensuring you can relax in the confidence that all 
of the pesky administrative details and arrangements are taken care of. 


If you would like details or assistance with any booking, please contact John: 
Telephone: 	 (+61) 02 4268 6581	  
Email:		 john@insightstours.com.au  
Postal: 	 PO Box 180, Thirroul NSW 2515 
In person: 	 14 Allenby Parade, Bulli (by appointment)




Booking Form 
Gippsland Insights     
Sunday 2nd to Sunday 9th May 2027


I/we acknowledge the terms and conditions of booking


Signature/s


Date _________________ 

Please return by email or post to:  	  

	 	 john@insightstours.com.au 
	 or	 Insights Tours PO Box 180 THIRROUL NSW 2515	

Guest 1 Guest 2

Name

Address

Telephone

Email

E m e r g e n c y c o n t a c t 
person & telephone 

Any special requirements 
or requests (especially 
dietary) 

R o o m t y p e ( p l e a s e 
indicate)

Twin (2 beds)

Double (1 large bed)

Single supplement (Single occupancy of a Double room. Additional AUD $925

Deposit

Electronic transfer/direct deposit 
Account Name: Insights Tours Client Travel Account 
BSB: 062607 
Account Number: 10131313 

Cheque payable to Insights Tours

Guest 1 Guest 2


